Derwent & West Cumbria Fisheries Advisory Committee 31st March, 1980. by unknown
North
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
W arrington W A5 3LW  
Telephone Penketh 4321
F1/B18 24th March, 1980
To: Members of the Derwent and West Cumbria 
Fisheries Advisory Committee;
(Messrs W. F. Hobson (Chairman);
F. Bunting; A. Gleadon; J.M. Mawson;
S. G. Payne; G. Richardson; G. B. Sedgwick;
R. J. W. Slack; G. N. F. Wingate; E. Young 
and the Chairman of the Authority (G. Mann); 
the Vice Chairman of the Authority 
(A. Richardson) and the Chairman of the 
Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee 
(T. A. F. Barnes)(ex officio)).
Dear Sir,
A meeting of the DERWENT AND WEST CUMBRIA FISHERIES ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE will be held at 2.30 P.M. on MONDAY, 31ST MARCH, 1980, 
in the COUNCIL CHAMBER at the OFFICE OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE, ALLERDALE 
DISTRICT COUNCIL, 'H0LMEW00D1, EGREMONT ROAD, COCKERMOUTH, for
consideration of the following business.
1. Apologies for absence.
2. Minutes of the meeting held on 7th January, 1980, (enclosed 
herewith together with Minutes of the meeting of the Regional 
Fisheries Advisory Committee held on 4th February, 1980).
3. Rod and line licence duties.
4. Ravenglass Salmon Garth.
5. Salmon coops - River Eden and River Derwent.
6. Net and fixed engine licence duties."
‘7. Fishery byelaw 14 - baiting.
8. Letter from F. Bunting - Ennerdale II proposals.
9. EEC Directive on quality of freshwater.
Yours faithfully
G. W. SHAW
Director of Administration.
A G E N D A
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10. Calendar of meetings.
11. Report by the Area Fisheries Officer on 
fisheries activities.
12. Any other business.
F2/A19 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
DERWENT AND WEST CUMBRIA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
7TH JANUARY, 1980
Present: W.F. Hobson, Esq. (Chairman)
F. Bunting, Esq. G. Richardson, Esq.
A. Gleaden, Esq. R.J.W. Slack, Esq.
J.M. Mawson, Esq. G.N.F. Wingate, Esq.
S.G. Payne, Esq. E. Young, Esq.
12. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence from the meeting were received from Mr.T.A.F. 
Barnes, Mr.G.Mann, Mr.A.Richardson and Mr.G.B.Sedgwick.
13. INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME TO MEMBER
The Chairman introduced Mr.G.Richardson and welcomed him to his 
first meeting of the Advisory Committee.
14. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee, held 
on 8th October, 1979, be approved as a correct record and signed 
by the Chairman.
15. NET AND FIXED ENGINE LICENCE DUTIES
On 12th November, 1979, (Minute No.22) the Regional Committee 
resolved that the existing net and fixed engine licence duties within 
the Authority area be reviewed and a report be submitted to their next 
meeting in February of this year; the report to include appropriate 
comparisons with duties for similar instruments in Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland.
The Regional Fisheries Officer reported on the results of his 
continuing enquiries concerning comparable duties throughout the 
British Isles following which the Committee gave consideration to the 
existing scale of duties.
RESOLVED:
That the Officers make recommendations to the Regional Committee 
concerning the review of licence duties applicable to nets and 
fixed engines in the light of their knowledge of all the cir­
cumstances prevailing.
16. POLLUTION INCIDENTS
Detailed reports were received on two pollution incidents which 
occurred during July, 1979 as a result of cleansing operations at 
Authority owned installations and on the procedures consequently 
adopted by the Authority in an endeavour to prevent a repetition of 
incidents of this nature.
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That the report be approved.
17. EEC DIRECTIVE ON THE QUALITY OF FRESHWATERS 
NEEDING PROTECTION OR IMPROVEMENT IN ORDER TO 
SUPPORT FISH LIFE.
The EEC had adopted several Directives setting water quality 
objectives for a variety of purposes in the marine and freshwater 
environment. The aim of this Directive was to protect or improve the 
quality of those running or standing fresh waters which supported or 
which, if pollution were reduced or eliminated, would become capable 
of supporting freshwater fish. In this connection parameters to be 
applied to fresh waters were specified, and imperative (mandatory) 
and guideline values were given.
In accordance with the requirements of the Directive the Authority had 
drawn up an initial list of designated waters classified as salmonid 
or cyprinid and incorporated the list in a Consultation Paper which 
had been circulated widely among local authorities and interested 
organisations in the region. The list would be finalised and 
forwarded to DoE in May for submission to EEC by July, 1980.
The Committee noted that DoE had advised that the implementation 
of the Directive should not unduly affect the Authority's capital 
expenditure programme and consequently at this stage the designated 
waters comprised those which currently met the desired standards.
The Committee was informed ' that further investigations had enabled 
the officers to add the following salmonid waters to the list:
Dash Beck, Gatesgarthdale Beck, Sail Beck, Mosedale Beck, 
Whit Beck (Cocker) , Bloomer/Burthwaite Beck, Whillan Beck.
RECOMMENDED:
That the River Keekle be added to the list of designated fresh­
waters and the possibility of including Lostrigg Beck in the list 
be investigated.
18. WATER RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT FOR WEST CUMBRIA - 
BRITISH NUCLEAR FUELS LTD. -
ABSTRACTION FROM WASTWATER
The Committee noted that on 3rd December, 1979, the Policy and 
Resources Committee had concluded that there was a need for some 
delegation on issues which might arise in connection with the forth­
coming Public Inquiry into proposals for water supply in West Cumbria. 
The Policy and Resources Committee had therefore appointed a special 
Sub-Committee consisting of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the 
Authority and the Chairman of the Water Management Committee with 
power to make any decisions on behalf of the Authority on issues 
arising in connection with the Inquiry.
RESOLVED:
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The Committee considered that it would be of benefit to the members 
of the Special Sub-Committee to have detailed knowledge of fisheries 
in West Cumbria available to them in their deliberations.
RECOMMENDED:
That the Special Sub-Committee co-opt the Chairman of the Derwent 
and West Cumbria Fisheries Advisory Committee there to.
19. TERMINATED ANGLING LEASES - CATEGORY 3 SITES - 
REPORT ON PROGRESS.
The Committee was informed that following consultations with Copeland 
District Council and representatives of the Ennerdale Lake Fishery, 
and subject to any comments of the Committee the Recreation Sub­
committee was to be recommended to re classify Ennerdale Lake as 
Category 1 and to re-let the angling rights to the Ennerdale Lake 
Fishery, the present lessees, for a period of 7 years.
Any new lease was to include (inter alia) provision for an annual 
report by the lessees on management policies and public usage of the 
lake, prohibition of angling within 400 metres of the intake, and a 
restriction on the maximum number of persons fishing at any one 
time.
RESOLVED:
That the proposals be approved.
20. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries 
activities within the area since the last meeting of the Committee.
Discussion ensued on the various topics incorporated in the report 
including river conditions and fishing, migratory fish movement, 
hatchery work and poaching activity.
It was noted that court cases were pending in respect of alleged 
poaching offences.
Members expressed appreciation of the work being undertaken and the 
co-operation extended by Dr.Harpley and his staff, particular reference 
being made to the effectiveness of the boatwork and the risks faced by 
the bailiffs in the course of their duties.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received and approved.
21. POLLUTION OF DUB WATH AND TOM RUDD BECKS
The Regional Fisheries Officer informed the Committee about the 
problems being encountered in attempting to find a satisfactory 
solution to the question of compensation payments in respect of the 
sulphide contamination of these two becks during periods of 
appreciable run-off, and he undertook to write again to the Department 
of Transport conveying the concern of the Committee at the unaccept­
able delay being experienced in finalising this matter.
F1/A8 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
4TH FEBRUARY, 1980
Present: T. A. F. Barnes, Esq. (Chairman)
J. S. Bailey, Esq. W. F. Hobson, Esq.
A. G. R. Brown, Esq. R. D. Houghton, Esq.
J. M. Croft, Esq. J. Johnson, Esq.
E. P. Ecroyd, Esq. R. A. Parkin, Esq.
T. M. Farrer, Esq. Major J. G. W. Skipwith
J. H. Fell, Esq. L. B. Williams, Esq.
G. Wilson , Esq.
29. INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME TO MEMBER
The Chairman welcomed Major J. G. W. Skipwith to his first meeting 
of the Committee.
30. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence from the meeting were received from Mrs. W. 
Lomas, Mr. Wm. McKenna, Mr. G. Mann and Mr. A. Richardson.
31. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 
12th November, 1979, be approved as a correct record and signed 
by the Chairman.
32. MINUTES OF LOCAL ADVISORY COMMITTEES
A. Derwent and West Cumbria
The Chairman of the Derwent and West Cumbria Advisory Committee 
submitted the proceedings of the meeting held on 7th January, 1980.
The Committee was informed that in relation to Minute No. 18 
regarding representation on the Special Sub-Committee, set 
up to make decisions on matters arising in connection with the 
Public Inquiry into water supply for West Cumbria, the Chairman 
of the Authority had invited Mr. T. A. F. Barnes to be present at 
meetings of the Sub-Committee when matters with fisheries 
implications were to be discussed.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Minutes of the meeting of the Derwent and 
West Cumbria Advisory Committee held on 7th January, 1980, 
be received and that the recommendation contained in Minute 
No. 17 (EEC Directive on the quality of freshwaters) be 
considered under the appropriate agenda item.
(2) That in the light of the decision taken by the Chairman 
of the Authority; the recommendation contained in Minute No.
18 be not approved.
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B. North Cumbria
a„  . . I .  11 i,
The Chairman of the North Cumbria Advisory Committee submitted 
the Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 8th 
January, 1980.
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the meeting of the North Cumbria 
Advisory Committee held on 8th January, 1980, be received 
and that the recommendation contained in Minute No. 1.7 
(Survey of goosanders and mergansers) be approved.
C . South Lancashire
The Chairman of the South Lancashire Advisory Committee 
submitted the proceedings of the meetings held on 13th December,
1979, and 9th January, 1980.
In considering the detailed recommendation relating to the 
proposals for the development of Stocks Reservoir as a trout 
fishery (Minute No. 12, 13th December, 1979) The Committee 
appreciated the management problems associated with the site, 
which formed a major part of the the estimated high capital costs 
and annual net expenditure associated with the proposals. 
Even so these figures had been reduced to the absolute minimum 
having due regard to the necessary safety standards to be 
observed. The Committee noted the unlikelihood of grant-aid 
being forthcoming from the Sports Council.
The officers undertook to seek an alternative site which could 
be established as a still water trout fishery at less cost, and 
concurrently to consider the future management alternatives for 
Stocks Reservoir.
The Chairman emphasised that there was no intention of converting 
an existing coarse fishery to provide the facility of a still 
water trout fishery.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Minutes of the meetings of the South 
Lancashire Advisory Committee held on 13th December, 1979 
and 9th January, 1980 be received.
(2) That the recommendation contained in Minute No. 12, 
13th December, 1979, (Stocks Reservoir) be not approved and 
the Water Management Committee be advised that in view of 
the present financial climate, the development of Stocks 
Reservoir primarily as a trout fishery be postponed, but 
that any development of an alternative site as a trout 
fishery be not allowed to prejudice the future development 
of Stocks Reservoir as such.
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(3) That the recommendation contained in Minute No 18, 
9th January, 1980, (Market Survey at Worthington Lakes) 
be not approved and the Recreation Sub-Committee be advised 
that this Committee recommends that Worthington Lake 
be retained as a coarse fishery for a minimum period of 5 
years.
(4) That recommendations Numbered 16 (Net and fixed engine 
licence duties) and 17 (EEC Directive on the quality of 
freshwaters) 9th January, 1980, be considered under the 
appropriate agenda items.
D. Lune, Wyre and Furness
The Chairman of the Lune, Wyre and Furness Advisory Committee 
submitted the proceedings of the meetings held on 13th December,
1979, and 10th January, 1980.
On 13th December, 1979, the Committee had considered, inter alia, 
amendments to the proposed byelaws for the River Lune which had 
been suggested by MAFF and the Committee had recommended further 
amendments which were subsequently accepted by MAFF.
After consultation with the Chairman of the Regional Committee 
the Chairman of the Authority, acting under his delegated powers 
for matters of urgency, gave formal approval to the Local 
Committee's recommendations to ensure the byelaws would be 
operative on 1st April, 1980 for a three year period.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Minutes of the meetings of the Lune, Wyre 
and Furness Advisory Committee held on 13th December, 1979 
and 10th January, 1980, be received.
(2) That the recommendations contained in Minutes numbered 
21 (Survey of goosanders and mergansers) and 27 (Netting 
practice on the Lune estuary) 10th January, 1980, be 
approved.
(3) That with the substitution of the words "in appropriate 
juvenile form" for the word "smolts", the recommendation 
contained in Minute No. 29 (Stocking - River Crake) 10th 
January, 1980, be approved.
E. Mersey and Weaver
The Chairman of the Mersey and Weaver Advisory Committee 
submitted the proceedings of the meeting held on 16th January,
1980.
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Strong concern was expressed at the lack of an adequate 
bailiffing force in the Mersey and Weaver area; Associations 
being extremely keen to receive advice on fishery management and 
an acceptable level of patrols to ensure the enforcement of the 
licensing provisions, being required.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Minutes of the meeting of the Mersey and 
Weaver Advisory Committee held on 16th January, 1980, be 
received.
(2) That the recommendation contained in Minute No. 14 
(Bailiffing Staff - Mersey and Weaver Area) be not approved, 
and the following recommendation to the Finance and 
Personnel Sub-Committee be substituted therefore.
(3) That the recommendation contained in Minute No. 17 
(EEC Directive on the quality of freshwaters) be considered 
under the appropriate agenda item.
RECOMMENDED:
That in view of the considerably increased income expected 
to accrue from licensed angling, and the requests for advice 
on fishery management in the Mersey and Weaver area, the 
bailiffing staff in the area be strengthened as a matter of 
urgency.
33. NET AND FIXED ENGINE LICENCE DUTIES
A schedule was submitted incorporating comparative duties paid in 
respect of nets and fixed engines in Eire, Northern Ireland and four 
water authorities.
In reviewing the duties, the aim was to achieve an increase in revenue 
of approximately 50%, in line with the increase which it was 
anticipated would be produced by the rod and line licence duties 
introduced on 1st January, 1980.
The observations of the local committees were sought at the January 
round of meetings, when the following recommendation was forthcoming:-
Derwent and West Cumbria and South Lancashire
"That the officers make recommendations to the Regional Committee 
concerning the review of licence duties applicable to nets and 
fixed engines in the light of their knowledge of all the 
circumstances prevailing".
The North Cumbria and Lune, Wyre and Furness Advisory Committees 
adjourned consideration of the matter until their next meeting when 
Members would have had an opportunity for consultation with the 
relevant Associations.
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T h a t a j o i n t  m e e tin g  o f  th e  N o rth  C um bria and Lune, Wyre and
F u rn e ss  A d v iso ry  C om m ittees be co n v en ed  a t  an e a r l y  d a t e ,  fo r
t h e i r  f i n a l  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  t h i s  m a t te r ;  fo llo w in g  w hich th e  
C h a irm a n  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  an d  t h e  C h a irm a n  o f  t h e  C o m m itte e
be re q u e s te d  t o  a p p ro v e  recom m endations f o r  su b m iss io n  to  th e  
P o l ic y  and R e so u rc e s  C om m ittee .
34 . EEC DIRECTIVE ON THE QUALITY OF FRESHWATERS NEEDING
PROTECTION OR IMPROVEMENT IN ORDER TO SUPPORT FISH LIFE
The EEC h a d  a d o p te d  s e v e r a l  d i r e c t i v e s  s e t t i n g  w a te r  q u a l i t y  
o b j e c t iv e s  fo r  a v a r i e t y  o f  p u rp o se s  in  th e  m arin e  and f r e s h w a te r  
e n v iro n m e n t.
The a im  o f  t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  was t o  p r o t e c t  o r  im p ro v e  t h e  q u a l i t y  
o f  th o s e  ru n n in g  o r s ta n d in g  f r e s h w a te r s  w hich  s u p p o rte d  o r w h ich , i f  
p o l l u t i o n  w e re  r e d u c e d  o r  e l i m i n a t e d ,  w o u ld  becom e c a p a b l e  o f  
s u p p o r t in g  f re s h w a te r  f i s h .  In  t h i s  c o n n e c t io n  p a ra m e te rs  to  be 
a p p lie d  to  f r e s h w a te r s  w ere  s p e c i f i e d , and im p e ra t iv e  (m andatory) and 
g u id e l in e  v a lu e s  w ere g iv e n .
In  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  th e  re q u ire m e n ts  o f  th e  D i r e c t iv e  th e  A u th o r i ty  
h a d  d raw n  up an  i n i t i a l  l i s t  o f  d e s i g n a t e d  w a t e r s  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  
sa lm o n id  o r  c y p r in id  and in c o r p o r a te d  th e  l i s t  in  a C o n s u l ta t io n  
P aper w hich had been  s u b m it te d  fo r  o b s e r v a t io n  to  th e  l o c a l  co m m ittee s  
an d  c i r c u l a t e d  w i d e ly  among l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  and  i n t e r e s t e d  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  in  t h e  r e g i o n .  T he l i s t  w o u ld  be f i n a l i s e d  an d  
fo rw ard ed  to  DOE in  May fo r  su b m iss io n  t o  EEC by J u ly  1980.
The C om m ittee n o te d  t h a t .  DOE had a d v is e d  t h a t  th e  im p le m e n ta tio n  
o f  th e  d i r e c t i v e  sh o u ld  n o t u n d u ly  a f f e c t  th e  A u t h o r i t y 's  c a p i t a l  
e x p e n d itu re  programme and c o n s e q u e n t ly  a t  t h i s  s ta g e  th e  d e s ig n a te d  
w a te rs  co m p rise d  th o s e  w hich c u r r e n t l y  m et th e  d e s i r e d  s t a n d a r d s .
The fo llo w in g  recom m endations were fo r th c o m in g  from  th e  J a n u a ry  round 
o f  l o c a l  co m m ittee  m e e tin g s
D erw ent and W est C um bria
" T h a t  t h e  R iv e r  K e e k le  be a d d e d  t o  t h e  l i s t  o f  d e s i g n a t e d  
f r e s h w a te r s  and th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  in c lu d in g  L o s t r ig g  Beck in  th e  
l i s t  be i n v e s t i g a t e d " .
S o u th  L a n c a s h ire
" T h a t  c a n a l s  w i t h i n  t h e  r e g i o n  be  s u r v e y e d  w i th  t h e  o b j e c t  
o f  d e s i g n a t i n g  t h o s e  r e a c h e s  w h ic h  c o n fo rm  t o  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  
r e q u i r e d  by th e  d i r e c t i v e " .
M ersey and W eaver
"T hat th e  A u th o r i ty  aim to  d e s ig n a t e  a l l  r e c o g n is e d  f i s h e r i e s  
w i th in  th e  r e g io n  as  and when f in a n c e  become a v a i l a b l e " .
RESOLVED:
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(1) That as improvements in the quality of the River Keekle 
and Lostrigg Beck are of a long term nature and could not, 
within the specified time period meet the criteria laid down 
by the directive the recommendation of the Derwent and 
West Cumbria Advisory Committee contained in Minute No. 17, 
7th January, 1980, be not approved.
(2) That the recommendations of the South Lancashire 
and Mersey and Weaver Advisory Committees contained in their 
respective Minute No. 17, be approved for consideration by 
the Policy and Resources Committee.
35. ROD AND LINE LICENCE DUTIES
It was reported that the Finance and Personnel Sub-Committee were 
recommending to the Policy and Resources Committee that this Committee 
be instructed to formulate the proposals for increases in fishing 
licence duties to be effective from 1st January, 1981, of a level at 
least equal to forecast increases in inflation up to and including
1981.
RESOLVED:
That the the Local Advisory Committees be informed accordingly 
and their observations together with a full report be submitted 
to the next meeting of the Committee.
36. PUBLIC INQUIRY - WATER RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT FOR WEST CUMBRIA
The Chairman of the Derwent and West Cumbria Advisory Committee 
expressed concern regarding the alternative proposal for water supply 
to BNFL, brought forward, for the first time, at the Public Inquiry; 
whereby supply could be piped directly from Ennerdale Lake to the 
Company's premises at Windscale, thereby depriving the River Ehen of 
that flow of water, with the consequent pressure on the fisheries of 
the river.
RESOLVED:,
Item No* 3
DERWENT AND WEST CUMBRIA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
31ST MARCH, 1980
ROD AND LINE LICENCE DUTIES
Fl/Bll NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
1. On 11th February the Authority considered Estimates and Charges for 
1980-81 and approved, inter alia, the following recommendation:-
"That the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee be instructed 
to formulate proposals for increases in fishing licence duties to 
be effective from 1st January, 1981 of a level at least equal to 
forecast increases in inflation up to and including 19 81."
2. As net and fixed engine licence duties are currently under review 
with a view to introducing the new duties from 1st January, 1981, this 
report is confined to making proposals in regard to rod and line 
duties.
3. The rod and line duties were reviewed in 1978 with a view to 
introducing a two licence structure to come into operation of 1st 
January, 1979. It was estimated that income from those proposals 
would produce £284,000 which was 40% of the gross estimated 
expenditure on fisheries (£710,000) in 1977-78. The two-tier licence 
system was unacceptable to MAFF and the existing licence duties 
remained in operation for 1979. Revised proposals estimated to 
produce £276,000 were submitted in June 1979 and approved and came 
into operation on 1st January, 1980.
4. In view of the above history and the fact that the new duties came 
into operation during the financial year 1979-80 it seems reasonable 
to take the probable gross expenditure on fisheries in 1979-80 as a 
base point and measure forecast increases from that point. The 
estimated expenditure for 1980-81, which allows for inflation, has 
recently been approved in the Authority Budget. The 1981-82 
expenditure is estimated to be the 1980-81 figure plus 20%. The 20% 
is the current annual rate of inflation which seems hardly likely to 
be reduced in the foreseeable future and may, according to some 
forecasters, prove to be inadequate. The figures are shown below:-
£('000) Index
1979-80 Probable 966 100
1980-81 Estimate 1174 121
1981-82 Estimate (say) 1400 145
5. To conform with the instruction of the Authority it is necessary 
therefore to increase licence duties by 45% and it is recommended that 
the duties be as follows on 1st January, 1981.
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Salmon Whole Area
Present Duty 
£ p
Revised Duty 
£ p
Season Adult
Part Season from June 1
Season Junior etc.
Part Season Junior from June 
7 day
15.00
10.00
7.50 
5.00
2.50
21.70
14.50
10.9b
7.20
3.70
Migratory Trout Whole Area
Season Adult 
Season Junior 
7 day
etc.
5.00 
2.50
1.00
7.20
3.60
1.50
Non Migratory Trout (Brown Trout, 
Rainbow Trout & Char) Freshwater 
Fish and Eels
Season Adult 
Season Junior 
7 day
3.00
1.50
.50
4.30
2 .20
.80
Commercial Eel Fishing
Fixed Eel Traps
Eel or Fyke nets
Traps, Putcheons or Baskets
25.00 per trap 36.25
.50 per net .75
5.00 per 25 (or 7.25 
part thereof).
(A straight increase of 45% would result in a number of duties ending 
in five pence. To facilitate giving change, season duties have been 
rounded down to the nearest ten pence and seven day duties rounded up 
to the nearest ten pence).
F1/A29 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
DERWENT AND WEST CUMBRIA
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Ik 
31ST MARCH, 1980 
RAVENGLASS SALMON GARTH
1. A letter has been received since the last meeting of the Committee 
from the agents for Muncaster Castle Estates, the owners and licensees 
of the Ravenglass Salmon Garth, objecting to any further increases in 
the licence duty for the Garth.
2. On 8th January, 1979, this Committee (Minute No. 19) considered 
a request from the agents to the Estate for a reduction in the annual 
licence duty of £130 (copy of report attached) and made the following 
recommendation which was subsequently confirmed by the Regional 
Committee:
"That whilst respecting and recognising the historical value 
of the Garth, in the view of the Committee competent operation of 
such a fixed engine should prove commercially viable and 
therefore there should be no reduction in the existing annual 
licence duty of £130."
3. In view of previous statements by the agents to the Estate that the 
Garth is of more significance historically than commercially and any 
further increases in the licence duty could result in the Estate being 
forced to cease operation of the Garth, the Committee may wish to 
reconsider the proposed licence duty to be applied to the Garth.
F2/A5 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
SOUTH AND WEST CUMBERLAND 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
8TH JANUARY 1979 
RAVENGLASS SALMON GARTH, SOUTH WEST CUMBRIA
1. A request has been received from the agents for Muncaster Castle 
Estates, the owners and licensees of the Ravenglass Salmon Garth, for 
a reduction in the annual licence duty of £130.
2. The duty was increased from £65 to £100 with effect from 1st January 
1976 and to the present rate of £130 with effect from 1st January 
1978. The agents complain that on neither occasion were they notified 
of the proposed increase nor were they aware of the press not ices 
regarding the increases published by the Authority in accordance with 
the statutory requirement. Had they been, an objection would have 
been lodged on each occasion.
3. The Salmon Garth is situated between high and low water mark on the 
right hand bank of the Estuary of the River Esk at Walls Bridge near 
Ravenglass and is composed of stakes and hurdles with a neck or 
opening of four feet wide having perpendicular bars two inches apart. 
It is a fixed engine certified in pursuance of the Salmon Fishery Act 
1865 to be a privileged fixed engine, within the meaning of the Salmon 
and Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975, sect ion 6(3)(a).
4. In support of their request for a reduction in the 1icence duty the 
agents argue that the operation of the garth and its value to the 
Estate is of more significance historically than commercially, as 
there have been Garths in the Esk Estuary since ancient times. In the 
last few years it has caught very few fish and they quote the figure of 
three to four salmon annually, and state that were it not for an 
arrangement between the Estate and its netsmen it would be impossible 
for the Estate to operate the Garth. In the opinion of the agents, 
the present 1 icence duty is punitive and they suggest an annual 
1icence duty of £25 as being appropriate in all the circumstances; due 
consideration being given to the fact that the Garth is now run 
principally as a working piece of history.
5. As members are aware, although presently the Authority is not 
reviewing the net licence duties, a review of the licence duties 
relating to rod and line is taking place. Consequently, and in view 
of the circumstances described, it has been agreed that the matter of 
the 1icence duty applicable to the Salmon Garth should be submitted 
for the consideration of the Committee. Any recommendation that might 
be made could then be placed before the meeting of the Regional 
Committee on 5th February 1979 with a view to its inclusion in the 
current 1icence duty review.
F1/B24 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
DERWENT AND WEST CUMBRIA
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
31ST MARCH, 1980
SALMON COOPS - RIVER EDEN AND RIVER DERWENT
1. A letter has been received from Castle Fisheries querying the present 
arrangement for the operation and licensing of coops on the Rivers 
Eden and Derwent (copy of letter attached). The general arrangement of 
the coops on each river is shown on the attached plans for Members 
information.
2. The season on the River Eden is from the 1st March to the 31st August 
and the licence fee is £117 per coop, while the season on the River 
Derwent is from the 1st April to 31st August and the licence fee is 
£260 per coop. There are three coops of differing widths on the 
River Eden but only two are used at any one time with a total width of 
any two traps ranging from 25' - 9" to 23' 0". The Derwent coop has a 
trap width of 61 - iy. Both rivers are approximately the same width 
at this point.
3. The River Eden flows on both sides of the islands adjacent to the Eden 
coops and there is always a flow in both channels even at times of low 
flow. To some extent the same position exists on the River Derwent 
but at times of low flow the entire flow down the channel on which the 
coop is situated will pass through the coop and the free gap.
4. It is evident that the Eden coops occupy a greater proportion of the 
river channel width than the Derwent coop. No information is avail­
able on the quantity of water passing through each coop and to obtain 
this for the differing river levels would be a long and difficult 
exercise. The Authority's policy, however, is to licence on the 
potential fish catch. This is not necessarily linked to the width of 
channel occupied or the quantity of water passing through the trap. 
From details of the catch returns from the coops since 1966 it is 
apparent that the River Derwent has a greater potential catch and this 
is reflected in the present level of coop fees. However, the record 
of catches returned by the operatives of the River Derwent coop shows 
a sharp drop in catches since 1970 while the Eden coops return, 
despite wide variation in the annual catch since 1966 shows no clear 
trend in either direction.
5. Other factors to be taken into consideration on the River Derwent 
are the effect of drainage from the A .66 following the sulphide 
pollution in 1975 and the water abstraction via the Little Derwent. 
The only known adverse effect of the A.66 pollution has been on two 
small nursery streams. The abstraction arrangements on the Little 
Derwent have only a marginal overall effect and it is estimated that 
the majority of fish continue to run up the River Derwent. Rod 
catch returns from the River Derwent have shown comparatively little 
variation and it is difficult to see why the coop catch should have 
declined so markedly.
6. The Committee is asked to consider whether there is any justification 
in the light of the above facts, for a reduct ion in the present 
licence duty on the Derwent coop.
CASTLE FISHERIES
E G R E M O N T  E S T A T E  C O M P A N Y
DI*«CTOWS : 
i O H O I 9 R R M O N T  &.A6V KOKIMONT
m a n a o c m : a. o. p a y n k
A O * M T «  ! M ll f M I ,  « M « T M #  O O R K  (sin OM*»k«a wouiliv. sr.. i,c,e.)
Director of Administration, 
North West Water Authority, 
Dawson House,
Great Sankey,
Warrington,
WA5 3LW.
Dear Sir,
On the 13th November 1978 I wrote to you on behalf 
©f Castle Fisheries in respect of the opening dates and 
in particular the season for cooping on the River Derwent.
In reply to this letter you did promise to look into the 
matter.
I would like to draw your attention t@ the fact that 
over the last few years the licence fee for operating the 
coops has risen from to £260  the coop licence on the 
River Eden costs £117: the season on the River Derwent is 
from the 1st April until the last day of August; on the 
River Eden the season is from 1st March to 10th September.
I am afraid that I am at a loss to understand why the 
difference should be, both in the price of their coops and 
in the length of season they are allowed to operate and I 
should be obliged if the Authority could give me an answer 
to the above.
I understand that there is a proposal being put forward 
to increase the licence duty o f the coops on the River Derwent 
yet again. If this is in fact correct, on behalf of the 
Castle Fisheries I must strongly object to any increase 
whatsoever. Apart from the anomalies stated above I would 
draw your attention to the fact that due to pollution,i.e. 
the A.66 which has in fact made a significant difference to 
the catches of fish in the whole of the river Derwent,together 
with the changing of the main flow of the River Derwent into 
the Little Derwent for water abstraction purposes, the main 
run of fish bypass the coop’s Weir and therefore in my ©pinion 
any alteration to the licence fee would be totally wrong and 
I sincerely hope that the Authority will realise that the 
Derwent Coop has been overrated in the past and that it will 
not be necessary for me to take this matter to arbitration.
Tours faithfully,
S  ,
vat no. 2*7 is?? 6B Fishery Manager.
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F2/B5 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
DERWENT AND WEST CUMBRIA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
31ST MARCH, 1980
NET AND FIXED ENGINE LICENCE DUTIES
1. At the meeting of the Committee on 7th January 1980 (Minute No. 15) 
consideration was given to a review of the net and fixed engine 
licence duties within the Authority area and the following 
recommendation was approved:-
"That the officers make recommendations to the Regional Committee 
concerning the review of licence duties applicable to nets and 
fixed engines in the light of their knowledge of all the 
circumstances prevailing."
2. The Regional Committee on 4th February,1980 (Minute No. 33) considered 
the recommendations of the local committees and in the light of the 
North Cumbria and Lune, Wyre and Furness decision to adjourn 
consideration of the matter to enable members to consult with relevant 
Associations resolved that a special joint meeting of the two 
committees be held at an early date to finalise observations and 
following this the Chairman of the Authority and the Chairman of the 
Regional Committee be requested to approve recommendations for 
submission to the Policy and Resources Committee.
3. Further to discussions at the joint meeting of the North Cumbria and 
Lune, Wyre and Furness Committee (Minute No. 3) and in the light of 
the Authority's instruction with regard to increases in fishing 
licence duties the following recommendation was approved for 
consideration at the next Regional Committee:
"That the licence duties for nets and fixed engines throughout 
the region be amended with effect from 1st January, 1981 as set 
out below thereby achieving an increase of 44.4% in the income 
derived from this source, subject to the comments of the Derwent 
and West Cumbria at their next meeting.
Net Number and Present Revenue Suggested Anticipated
Location Duty received New Duty Revenue
£ £ £ £
Drift 4 (Cumbria coast) 78 312 125 500
10 (Lune) 104 1040 133 1330
6 (Ribble) 52 312 80 480
Draft 2 (Eden) 195 390 300 600
3 (Duddon) 71.50 214.50 110 330
1 (Lune) 91 91 116 116
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Net Number and 
Location
Present
Duty
£
Revenue
received
£
Suggested 
New Duty 
£
Anticipated
Revenue
£
Haaf 26 (Lune) 39 1014 51 1326
175 (Solway) 16.90 2957 25 4375
Lave 6 (Leven) 32.50 195 50 300
8 (Kent) 39 312 60 480 '
Fixed 2 (Eden coops) 117 234 175 350
Engines
1 (Derwent coops) 260 260 390 390
1 (Ravenglass 130 130 195 195
garth)
7,461.50 10,772
(The duties for fixed engines are subject to the recommendation
of the Committee in relation to Itemsi 4 and 5 of the Agenda) •
4. The Authority on 17th March, 1980 authorised the Policy and Resources 
Committee to approve the final proposals for all fishing licence 
duties on 19th May, 1980 to enable more time for liaison with the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food and for compliance with 
the statutory requirements, with the object of the duties becoming 
operative on 1st January, 1981.
Item No. '
Item Ho. 7
F1/B7 NORTH WEST WATER AUHTORITY
DERWENT AND WEST CUMBRIA
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
31ST MARCH, 1980
FISHERIES BYELAW NO. 14 - BAITING
1. At a meeting of the Lancashire Fisheries Consultative Association on 
15th January, 1980, the provisions of Fisheries Byelaw No. 14 were 
discussed against the background of the general review of Fisheries 
Byelaws to be carried out during 1980. A copy of Byelaw 14 is 
attached for Members' information.
2. It was claimed by members of the Association that in addition to 
worms, wide use was made of such baits as caddis grubs, dock grubs and 
similar substitutes for maggots during the period between 15th March 
and 15th June annually when the use of maggots and their chrysalises, 
or imitations thereof, is prohibited. Under the provisions of the 
byelaw, such baits appear to be perfectly legal. It was further 
claimed that even the use of these substitute baits did not result in 
the capture of significant numbers of migrating smolts.
3. The Lancashire Fisheries Consultative Association requested that 
these facts should be brought to the notice of the relevant Local 
Fisheries Advisory Committees, together with a suggestion that the use 
of maggots and chrysalises thereof should be permitted on the lakes 
listed in the byelaw (Windermere, Coniston, Rydal, Grasmere, 
Ullswater, Brothers Water, Bassenthwaite, Derwent Water, Loweswater, 
Crummock Water, Buttermere, Ennerdale Water and Wastwater) for a trial 
period of a year, with a view to reassessing the impact upon migrating 
smolts of the use of such baits. No suggestion was made that the 
byelaw should be relaxed on the rivers covered by it.
4. In practice, such an arrangement would be impossible without repeal 
of the existing Byelaw No. 14, and in any case a period of one year 
would be unlikely to give a fair indication of the results of using 
baits hitherto prohibited - three years would probably be a more 
realistic trial period. Members are therefore asked to consider 
whether they would wish to see the provisions of Byelaw 14 relaxed on 
a temporary basis. This would entail making a new byelaw to enable 
the use of maggots, chrysalises or imitations thereof to take place for 
a suitable trial period.
F1/B8 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
FISHING^BYELAWS
14. Baiting
During the period from and including the 15th day of March to and 
including the 15th day of June in any year, (i) the use of maggots or 
imitations thereof or the chyrsalises of maggots or imitations thereof 
as hook bait and, (ii) the use of any lure or bait not on or attached 
to a hook, are prohibited in the River Ribble from the Naze at 
Freckleton upstream to the M6 Motorway Bridge at Samlesbury and rivers 
and streams north thereof and all rivers and streams north of the the 
A59 road from the above-mentioned bridge to where the A59 meets the 
boundary of the Yorkshire Water Authority, and in the following named 
lakes:- Windermere, Coniston, Rydal, Grasmere, Ullswater, Brothers 
Water, Bassenthwaite, Derwent Water, Loweswater, Crummock Water, 
Buttermere, Ennerdale Water and Wastwater.
P1/B2 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
DERWENT AND WEST CUMBRIA
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
31ST MARCH, 1980
LETTER FROM MR. F. BUNTING
ENNERDALE II SCHEME PROPOSALS
1. A letter has been received from Mr. F. Bunting (copy attached) 
concerning the Authority's water abstraction policy and proposals for 
the Ennerdale II scheme.
2. On 17th March, 1980 the Authority in considering the Minutes of 
the Policy and Resources Committee (Minute No. 55) and the recom­
mendations of the Ad-hoc Sub-Committee on the Ennerdale Inquiry 
resolved:
"(2) That the Authority still considers the Ennerdale I scheme 
as the most satisfactory scheme before the Inquiry from the point of 
view of overall water management, although the Ennerdale II scheme is 
only marginally less satisfactory in these respects.
(3) That the Authority considers however that this difference is 
not sufficiently great to justify the imposition of significant 
additional cost upon BNFL, and therefore, while not withstanding the 
Ennerdale I scheme, now recognises the Ennerdale II scheme as the 
Authority's preferred proposal.
(4) That the Authority looks to BNFL to meet their domestic needs 
from the River Calder augmented by groundwater supplies, although if 
it should be proved that this is an unreliable means of meeting their 
domestic demand of 5 Mj/d, then the Authority would make up the 
difference."
3. The Committee are invited to discuss the points raised in Mr.Bunting's 
letter in the light of the above resolution.
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F1/A24 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
DERWENT AND WEST CUMBRIA
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
31ST MARCH, 1980
EEC DIRECTIVE ON THE QUALITY OF FRESHWATERS 
NEEDING PROTECTION OR IMPROVEMENT IN ORDER 
TO SUPPORT FISH, LIFE
1. On 7th January, 1980 (Minute No. 17) the Committee considered a 
'Consultation Paper on the Initial list of Designated Waters', drawn 
up in accordance with the requirements of an EEC Directive and 
recommended that the River Keekle be added to the list and investi­
gations be made into the possibility of including Lostrigg Beck.
2. At the Regional Committee on the 4th February, 1980 (Minute No. 
34(1)) further consideration was given to the Directive together with 
the recommendations of the local committee. With regard to this 
Committee's proposal it was resolved:
"That as improvements in the quality of the River Keekle and 
Lostrigg Beck are of a long term nature and could not, within the 
specified time period meet the criteria laid down by the 
directive the recommendation of the Derwent and West Cumbria 
Advisory Committee contained in Minute No. 17, 7th January, 1980, 
be not approved."
3. The Regional Committee made the decision in the light of the Authority 
resolution that at this stage, the initial list should comprise only 
those waters which currently meet the criteria laid down by the 
Directive. The sampling programme revealed that neither the River 
Keekle nor Lostrigg Beck meet the criteria laid down for water to be 
classified as either salmonid or cyprinid.
F1/A22 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
DERWENT AND WEST CUMBRIA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
31ST MARCH, 1980 
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 1980-81
1. On 3rd March, 1980, the Policy and Resources Committee approved 
a draft calendar of meetings for the Authority, Committees and 
Sub-Committees for the "Authority Year" from June 1980 for submission 
to the Authority for consideration at its Annual Meeting on 16th June,
1980, in accordance with Rule 1(3) of the Rules of the Authority.
2. The dates proposed for meetings of the Regional and Local Fisheries 
Advisory Committees are set out in the appendix hereto for 
information. Any variations made at the Annual Meeting will be 
notified to members.
F1/A23 APPENDIX
REGIONAL AND LOCAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEES
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 1980-81
ADVISORY COMMITTEE TIME AND DATE OF MEETING
Mersey and Weaver 
Derwent and West Cumbria 
North Cumbria 
South Lancashire 
Lune, Wyre and Furness 
REGIONAL
2.30 p.m. Wednesday, 18th June, 1980
2.30 p.m. Monday, 23rd June, 1980
2.30 p.m. Tuesday, 24th June, 1980
2.30 p.m. Wednesday, 25th June, 1980
2.30 p.m. Monday, 30th June, 1980
2.15 p.m. Monday, 28th July, 1980
Derwent and West Cumbria 
North Cumbria 
South Lancashire 
Lune, Wyre and Furness 
Mersey and Weaver 
REGIONAL
2.30 p.m. Monday, 13th October, 1980
2.30 p.m. Tuesday, 14th October, 1980
2.30 p.m. Wednesday, 15th October, 1980
2.30 p.m. Monday, 20th October, 1980
2.30 p.m. Wednesday, 22nd October, 1980
2.15 p.m. Monday, 10th November, 1980
Derwent and West Cumbria
North Cumbria
South Lancashire
Lune, Wyre and Furness
Mersey and Weaver
REGIONAL
2.30 p.m. Monday, 5th January, 1981
2.30 p.m. Tuesday, 6th January, 1981
2.30 p.m. Wednesday, 7th January, 1981
2.30 p.m. Monday, 12th January, 1981
2.30 p.m. Wednesday, 14th January, 1981
2.15 p.m. Monday, 2nd February, 1981
Derwent and West Cumbria 
North Cumbria 
South Lancashire 
Mersey and Weaver 
Lune, Wyre and Furness 
REGIONAL
2.30 p.m. Monday, 30th March, 1981
2.30 p.m. Tuesday, 31st March, 1981
2.30 p.m. Wednesday, 1st April 1981
2.30 p.m. Wednesday, 8th Apri1, 1981
2.30 p.m. Monday, 13th April, 1981
2.15 p.m. Monday, 27th April, 1981
Item No. 1 f
F1/B19 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
DERWENT AND WEST CUMBRIA
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
31ST MARCH, 1980
REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES
OFFICER ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
1. RIVER CONDITIONS AND FISHING
All rivers remained at an exceptionally high level throughout 
December, but fluctuated around seasonally normal levels in January 
and February.
Two salmon reported caught on the Derwent in late February represent 
the best start to a season since records started in 1950. However 
fishing conditions have been good and with a few fresh fish showing in 
the middle to lower reaches it is disappointing that more have not 
been taken. Pike fishing in Bassenthwaite seems to have declined in 
popularity relative to past years with virtually none having been 
reported caught this Winter.
2. MIGRATORY FISH MOVEMENT - YEARL COUNTER
The fish counter at Year 1 in Workington is still suffering from 
design and operational problems. The main problem last year was 
that the highest level of the counter, which works only at high 
river flows, was registering waves as if they were fish. Selective 
gravel removal last Autumn failed to improve the situation and the 
counter units on the highest level have now had to be temporarily 
switched off. This avoids the recording of spurious counts but will 
allow some fish to pass uncounted at high flows. Even so, some 
impossibly large counts have been recorded this year. Possible causes 
of these include local movements of sea-fish (mullet or flounders), 
human interference, more cross-current waves and instrument mal­
function. If abnormally large counts are arbitrarily deleted from the 
record, the residual totals for the first two months of this year are 
39 fish larger than 41bs and 103 fish smaller than 41bs.
3. HOLMWRANGLE HATCHERY
(i) General Comment
Exceptionally wet weather necessitated use of the borehole 
to cut down problems with silt and leaf debris. This in turn 
has given rise to an early hatch of most ova. Hatching rates 
were generally good although unavoidable changes from borehole 
to stream water have given rise to some yolk sac absorbtion 
problems.
In the older fish, problems have arisen with myxobacterial 
gill infections and a furunculosis-type infection, but both 
these have been controlled by medication.
In mid February the theft of some 600 of the larger brown 
trout occurred, which interferred with the delivery of some 
existing orders.
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On two occasions (mortalities occurred), one in early March and 
in late February, caused by the blocking of the diaphragm type 
valves on the Swedish tanks. On the first occasion 388 brown 
trout died, and on the second occasion some 470 pre smolt sea 
trout died.
(ii) Fish in Stock Date Hatched
4.
Stock: 1979 1978
Eden Salmon 10,115
Kincardine Salmon 14,614
Wye Salmon 188
Border Est Sea Trout 6,791
Brown Trout 12,641 3,305
(iii) Number of Ova Laid Down
Eden Salmon 203,000
Border Esk Salmon 10,000
West Cumberland Salmon 21,000
Thurso Salmon 75,000
Kincardine Salmon 165,000
West Cumberland Sea Trout 10,000
Northumberland Sea Trout 290,000
Brown Trout 60,000
5,000 each of salmon and sea trout ova are held on behalf of 
Keswick AA for their new hatchery when completed.
(iv) Fish Delivered
1,700 Rainbow trout fry were sold to a commercial fish farm.
300 9" Brown trout were sold to a private angling club.
BIOLOGICAL WORK
(i) Ennerdale Char:
Members will recall that in view of the possible development 
of Ennerdale Water for water supply it was agreed that an 
assessment of the size of the char population should be carried 
out. On January 17th, Bailiffs and Biologists surveyed the 
char spawning areas of the River Liza in order to assess the 
number of char ova in the gravel. A few ova were found, 
developing healthily, but the vast majority had been washed 
into the lake during the floods of early Winter. It is hoped 
that the continuing investigation of these char will indicate 
the frequency and significance of such destruction of the 
redds. It may be that the deposition of the ova in the lake 
does not prevent their subsequent development.
-3-
(ii) Salmon and Sea-Trout Redd Counting;
The persistence of high river levels through December 
prevented even late redd counts being made on the larger 
watercourses. Some useful counts were made on the smaller 
streams, but the overall total is not sufficiently accurate 
for any comparison to be made with previous years.
(iii) River Esk Salmonid Survey;
Since the populations of migratory salmonids in the Esk 
have appeared drastically to have declined in the last five 
years, it was decided to investigate whether there was a 
coincident shortage of juvenile fish in the system as a whole. 
This is difficult to do in the case of sea trout as the 
juveniles are identical to brown trout except in the brief 
period in early Spring when they start to show sighs of 
becoming smolts and before they move downstream. This critical 
period is between about late February and mid March. Low-water 
conditions this year have allowed 13 sites on the main 
tributaries to be surveyed between 25th February and 4th March. 
Unfortunately, heavy rain then prevented the surveying of the 
main river sites, but these will be attempted if and when 
conditions allow. The results so far have not yet been 
assessed but the incidental finding of large numbers of sea- 
trout kelts was both surprising and encouraging.
5. POACHING
The taking of kelts, mainly with snatch-hooks, again became popular 
in Workington during January. Four juveniles were apprehended and 
warning letters sent to their parents.
6. MISCELLANEOUS
(i) Collecting Brood Fish;
At the end of a very difficult season for collecting fish 
for stripping at Holmwrangle Hatchery, final attempts were made 
by electric fishing various pools in the Derwent system on 4th 
and 6th December. Only four unspawned hen salmon were found, 
along with four cock fish.
(ii) Calder Gauging Post;
At the request of local anglers a gauging post has been erected 
by Rivers Division on the right bank of the River Calder about 
25 yards upstream of the main road bridge in Calder Bridge 
village.
(iii) Yearl Fish Pass:
In January the fish pass in Yearl Weir on the Derwent became 
blocked with branches. Descending kelts were being impeded 
and since staff from the British Steel Corporation, who own 
the weir, were unavailable, Bailiffs made several attempts to 
clear the pass. They finally succeeded on 3rd March when the 
lower river level allowed clear access.
4-
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(iv) In-river Workings, Rivers Keekle and Ehen;
At the end of February, workmen for Copeland Borough Council 
were found to be working on a minor re-directing of the River 
Keekle at its confluence with the Ehen. They had not applied 
for Consent under the Land Drainage Act 1974 and the work was 
stopped. No apparent harm has been done to fish-holding pools 
on the Ehen.
(v) A66 Sulphide Pollution;
An order has been placed with the Northumbrian Water Authority 
for 150,000 sea-trout ova, the fry from which will be used to 
make good the lost spawning grounds in Dubb Wath and Tom Rudd 
becks. The cost of purchasing these ova and of rearing the fry 
is to be borne by the Department of the Environment. There
 was again observed to be a complete absence of adult migratory
fish from both becks last Autumn.
7. NET AND ROD CATCH RETURNS 1979 SEASON
Summaries of the monthly net and rod returns submitted to the 
Authority for 1979 are shown in the Appendix to this report. Details 
for rod licences are based on a 24% return. Approximately 8,223 
salmon and migratory trout licences were sold and 1,972 returns have 
been received.
8. SUMMARY OF PROSECUTIONS
Name and Address Offence River Court Result
Anthony William 
Skillen,
13 Melbreak Ave., 
Cockermouth.
(1) Obstructing 
a Bailiff in the 
exercise of his 
duty.
(2) Unauthorised 
removal of fish.
Cocker
1.10.79
Cockermouth
17.12.79
(1) 12 npnthsM -conditional
discharge
(2) fined £20
Michael Best,
32 Bounty Avenue, 
Maryport.
(1) Using a net 
in a prohibited 
area.
(2) Illegal mesh 
size.
(3) Fishing other­
wise than by means 
of a licensed 
instrument (net).
Ellen
9.8.79
Maryport
14.12.79
(1) Fined £15
(2)+ (3) absolute 
discharge
Michael James 
Riley,
2 Crossing Close, 
Cleator Moor
Fishing for 
salmon otherwise 
than by means of 
a licensed 
instrument (net).
Irt
30.8.79
Whitehaven
21.1.80
Fined £100
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Stephen Jacques, 
Low Wath Cottage, 
Cleator Moor,
David John Hudson, 
10 The Hawthorns, 
Mill Hill,
Cleator Moor
Colin Lewis 
Berriman,
31 Ashbourned Dr.,
Pontefract,
Yorkshire.
Ephraim Gough,
7 Long Lane, 
Ackworth,
Nr. Pontefract,
Alan Berwick,
77 Far Moss, 
Northside,
Workington.
Fishing for 
salmon otherwise 
than by means of 
a licensed 
instrument (net).
Fishing for 
salmon otherwise 
than by means of 
a licensed 
instrument (net).
Possession of a 
snare
Irt
30.8.79
Irt
30.8.79
Possession of a 
snare
(1) Using a Derwent 
snatch for the 8.9.79 
purpose of taking
salmon or trout.
(2) Fishing for 
salmon or trout 
otherwise than by 
means of a 
licensed Instrument 
(snatch)
Whitehaven
21.1.80
Whitehaven
21.1.80
Irt
14.10.79
Whitehaven 
31.1.SO
Irt
14.10.79
Whitehaven
31.1.80
Workington
5.2.80
James Alan Berwick, (1) Using a Derwent Workington
26 Thwaite Bank,
Northside,
Workington.
5.2.80
John Anderson, 
1 Ellenfoot Dr, 
Maryport.
snatch for the 8.9.79 
purpose of taking 
salmon or trout.
(2) Fishing for 
salmon or trout 
otherwise than by 
means of a 
licensed Instrument 
(snatch)
(1) Taking salomn Ellen Maryport 
otherwise than by 20.8.79 8.2.80 
means of a
licensed
instrument (hands).
(2) Unauthorised 
removal of fish.
Result 
Fined £100
Fined £100
Fined £100
Fined £100
(1) Fined £25
(2) Fined £10
(1) Fined £75
(2) Fined £10
(1) Fined £20
(2) Fined £20
RIVERS DIVISION
MONTHLY SALMON CATCHES-NETS AND FIXED ENGINES-1979 SEASON
MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER AVERAGEWEIGHT TOTAL
No fct No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt LBS No Wt
DEN & ESK - - 12 12.7*5 38 389 65 664 505 3936 338 2762 66 584 8.26 1024 8462%
OASTAL DRIFT - ' ~ _ - - - - - 105 771 170 1133 - - 6.92 275 1904
•UTH & WEST CUMBRIA _■ - - - - 5 20 14 124-■ 18 115 - - 7.00 37 259
)UDDON - - - - - - - - 31 116 24 122% - - 4.33 55 238%
.EVEN - - - - - - - - 6 44 - - - - 7.33 6 44
CENT - - - - - -
1
6 31 64 523% 27 188% - - 7.66 97 743%
jUNE - - 5 61 34 355%- 101 1044 391 3467% 1049 9410% - - 9.07 1580 14338%
NIBBLE - - 4 49% 5 61 1 30 351 176 2,060 434 4,845% - - 11.35 649 7,367
TOTAL - - 21 238 77f 805% 207 2110 1,292 11,042 2,060 18,526% 66
584 8.96 3,723 33,356%
RIVERS DIVISION 
MONTHLY SEA TROUT CATCHES-NETS AND FIXED ENGINES-1979 SEASON
MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY
-
AUGUST SEPTEMBER
AVERAGE
WEIGHT TOTAL
NO Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt LBS No Wt
EDEN & ESK - - 3 8 loo 291 860 2182 llOO 2654 77 190 1 6 2.49 2141 5331
COASTAL DRIFT - - - - - - - - 2 9 3 15 - - , 4.80 5 24
SOUTH & WEST CUMBRIA 6 43 - - - - 7.17 6 43
DUDDON - - - - 1 3 7 ' 17 44 106% 24 76** - - 2.67 76 203
LEVEN - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
KENT - - - - - - - - 17 46*2 3 11*5 - - 2.90 20 58
LUNE - - - - 28 1175* 214 760*2 359 1265% 68 255 - - 3.58 669 2398
RIBBLE - - 1 3 - - 2 9 5 29*5 1 8 - - 5.50 9 49*5
TOTAL - - 4 11 129 4113* 1083 2968*2 1533 4154 176 555% 1 6 2.77 2926 8106*1
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
RIVERS DIVISION 
MONTHLY SALMON CATCHES ROD & LINE 1979 SEASON
River
Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug • Sept Oct Total AverageLb} a i ^
No Wt. No. Wt. No wt. No. Wt. No wt. No. Wt. No. Wt. No. Wt. No. Wt. No. Wt. No. Wt.
neignt
(lbs.)
Border Esk 
(Eng.)
- - 1 10 6 78*s 2 14 2 21 2 8 1 3% 14 78 38 290% 23 264 89 '767% 8.62
Eden 22 292*. 20 246 L09 2,242 78 856% 35 381 26 2504 23 155 63 462% 125 1,171 55 547% 556 6,604% 11.88
De rwent - - - - - - 1 5 1 9>s 1 13*3 13 97*i lOl 727% 186 1,554 159 1,447 462 3,854 8.34
Cocker - - - - - - - - - - 2 23 1 6 15 116 26 199*5 39 278 83 C22% 7.50
Ellen - - - - - - - - 1 2 - - - - 4 23 17 92% 13 77 35 194% 5.56
Ehen - - - - - - - - - - - - 3 25 16 99% 18 130 8 58 45 312% 6.95
Calder - - - - - - - - - -• - - - - 3 16 2 17 3 17 8 50 6.25
Irt - - - - - - - - - 3 35 5 27 8 45 9 64% 5 38*5 30 210% 7.01
Annas - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 2 4*s - - 2 8% 4 12% 3.19
Esk - - - - - - - - - - - - 4 26% 7 46*5 10 84*j 7 62 28 219*5 7.84
Duddon - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 12 2 17% 7 48 io 80% 20 158 7.90
Leven - - - - - - - - - 6 24% 5 11% 8 54% 10 69% 10 82% 39 243% 6.25
Kent • - - - - 1 9h 2 19*5 2 14 10 80 17 99*5 37 194>j 36 246*5 23 153 128 816% 6.38
Bela - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 2 1 2% 1 3 3 7% 2.50
Lune - - 1 20 3 21*5 4 . 41*i 11 126% 10 108% 14 126k 83 731% 163 1,623 125 1,285% 414 4,084 9.86
Ribble - - - 2 17 10 98 17 175% 15 143% 11 78% 83 687% 131 1,077*j 146 1,286 415 3,563% 8.59
Hodder - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 9 72% 37 336% 89 828*5 135 1,227% 9.09
Wyre - - - - - - - - - - 1 7*j - ' - 2 9% 14 62*j 14 68% 31' 147*5 4.76
Keer - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 3 - - 1 3 3.00
TOTALS
L .. .
22 292*« 22 276 121 2,368*i 97 1,034% 69 729% 76 694% 98 668% 458 3,388 831 7,062% 732 6,584*5 2,526 23,099 9.14
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
RIVERS DIVISION 
MONTHLY SEA TROUT CATCHES ROD AND LINE 1979 SEASON
May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Total Average
River
No. Wt. No. Wt. No. Wt. No. Wt. No. Wt. No. Wt. No. Wt. (lbs.)
Border Esk (Eng.) 7 11% 123 228% 220 348 235 3024 117 138 5 4% 707 1,033% 1.46
Eden 15 26% 105 206*5 219 3914 158 269% 77 117% 12 15 586 1,026 1.75
Derwent 1 2 8 12 25 474 104 158% 87 140% 38 43% 263 403% 1.53
Cocker - - 1 1% - - 4 124 2 7 - - 7 21% 3.03
Ellen - - - - - - - 8 144 1 14 9 16 1.78
Ehen - - 2 3 11 234 81 101 40 57% 16 19% 150 205 1.37
Calder - - - - 4 4 7 94 - - - - 11 134 1.23
Irt - - I 6 1 Ik 6 7 15 22 6 7% 29 44 1.52
Esk - - - - 24 324 17 32% 6 84 - - 47 73% 1.57
Duddon - - 5 12k 9 13 7 12 4 5 1 3 26 45% 1.76
Leven - - 3 2% 13 21 40 52% 66 844 10 8% 132 168% 1.27
Kent 13 16*J 5 10 70 113 170 2804 151 225 32 39% 441 684% 1.55
Lune 21 344 92 154% 290 489% 482 723 473 6184 132 204% 1,490 2,224% 1.49
Others
Northern Area - - - - - - 39 51 15 13 3 3 57 67 1.17.
Ribble 4 2*3 17 17 21 254 53 67% 80 1284 o 16% 184 257 1.40
Hodder - - 6 6k 26 56% 168 314 89 161% 21 34 310 572% 1.85
Wyre 4 44 2 24 3 3% 17 244 22 244 3 7% 51 674 1.32
TOTAL 65 98% 370 663 936 1,571 1,588 2,417% 1,252 1,7654 289 407% 4,500 6,923% 1.53
